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LEGISLATIVE  PROPOSALS  1986 


H.68  AN  ACT  RELATIVE  TO  RESIDENTIAL  PLACEMENTS  IN  SPECIAL  EDUCATION  (Refile  H.80) 

This  legislation  would  require  the  Department  of  Education  to  fund  60  percent  of  all 
Chapter  766  approved  private  residential  placements  through  direct  payment  to  the 
private  school.  Currently,  school  districts  must  "up-front"  the  total  cost  of  a  residential 
school  program.  The  city  or  town  is  then  reimbursed  the  following  year  for  60  percent  of 
the  cost.  This  petition  would  allow  local  school  systems  to  reduce  their  residential  tuition 
budgets  to  their  required  40  percent  share  of  the  approved  rates  for  the  program. 


H.70  AN  ACT  EXTENDING  THE  SCHOOL  BUILDING  ASSISTANCE  ACT 

Chapter  645  of  the  Acts  of  1948,  as  amended,  establishes  the  School  Building 
Assistance  Program.  The  statute  which  authorizes  this  program  remains  in  effect  for  limited 
periods  of  time.  Currently,  Chapter  645  is  scheduled  to  terminate  on  June  30, 1986.  This 
legislation  would  extend  this  act  until  June  30, 1991. 


H.71  AN  ACT  PROVIDING  FOR  THE  REIMBURSEMENT  OF  STATE  WARDS 

This  legislation  would  institute  a  more  efficient  process  to  ensure  that  school  districts 
are  reimbursed  for  the  cost  of  educating  all  eligible  state  wards  attending  school  in  the 
district.  The  Department  of  Social  Services  would  issue  a  voucher  to  the  school 
superintendent  when  the  agency  places  a  foster  or  group  care  child  in  a  school  district.  The 
superintendent  would  maintain  these  vouchers  and  submit  them  when  claiming 
reimbursement  from  the  Department  of  Education. 


H.72  AN  ACT  RELATIVE  TO  EDUCATION  REIMBURSEMENT  FUNDING 

This  legislation  would  provide  100  percent  reimbursement  to  school  districts  for  the 
cost  of  transporting  pupils  to  reduce  or  eliminate  an  imbalance  of  minority  students. 
Currently,  school  districts  that  transport  students  to  reduce  racial  imbalance  are  entitled  to 
100  percent  transportation  reimbursement.  This  petition  would  entitle  those  districts  that 
are  transporting  students  to  reduce  minority  isolation  the  same  rate  of  reimbursement  as 
districts  transporting  students  to  reduce  racial  imbalance. 


H.73  AN  ACT  RELATIVE  TO  SCHOOL  IMPROVEMENT  COUNCILS 

This  legislation  would  amend  Chapter  188  of  the  Acts  of  1985,  An  Act  Improving  the 
Public  Schools  of  the  Commonwealth,  by  requiring  the  inclusion  of  a  high  school  student 
as  one  of  the  members  of  the  School  Improvement  Councils  in  high  schools,  in  addition  to 
the  membership  already  specified  in  the  legislation. 


®ljp  (Emmttnmtwaltl?  nf  fKaBBarfyuarttB     H.64 


IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  NINE  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-SIX 


AN  Act       assisting  cities  and  towns  in 

MEETING  THE  COSTS  OF  SPECIAL  EDUCATION 
PLACEMENTS  FOR  CERTAIN  CHILDREN 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows: 

SECTION  1.  Section  5A  of  Chapter  71B  of  the  General  Laws,  as  appearing  in  the  1984 
Official  Edition,  is  hereby  amended  by  inserting  after  the  first  paragraph  the  following 
paragraph:- 

When  a  school  age  child  with  special  needs  residing  in  the  Commonwealth  has  no  father 
or  mother  or  guardian  living  in  the  Commonwealth  who  can  be  found  after  reasonable 
efforts  to  do  so,  the  department  will  assign  a  school  committee  to  provide  a  special 
education  program  for  that  child.  If  such  child  is  determined  by  the  school  committee  or 
the  bureau  of  special  education  appeals  to  be  in  need  of  a  special  education  program  at  a 
day  or  residential  school,  pursuant  to  the  procedures  set  forth  in  the  regulations 
promulgated  by  the  department,  the  Commonwealth  shall  be  obligated  to  pay  the  cost  of 
the  day  or  residential  program  at  the  rate  established  by  the  rate  setting  commission  under 
sections  thirty-one  to  forty-six,  inclusive,  of  chapter  six  A. 

SECTION  2.  Said  section  five  A  of  chapter  seventy-one  B  is  hereby  further  amended  by 
striking  the  final  paragraph  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following  paragraph:- 

The  Commonwealth's  obligation  under  this  section  shall  become  due  only  after 
approval  and  verification  by  the  department  that  all  costs  incurred  herein  are  reasonable 
and  are  for  special  education  programs  at  day  or  residential  schools  provided  in 
accordance  with  the  standards  and  requirements  prescribed  by  the  regulations 
promulgated  under  this  chapter.  In  undertaking  such  verification,  the  commissioner  may 
require  any  information  he  deems  necessary  from  any  participating  school  or  institution. 


SECTION  3.  Nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall  affect  the  obligation  of  any  agency  of  the 
Commonwealth  to  pay  for  a  placement  in  a  day  or  residential  program  made  prior  to  the 
effective  date  of  this  act.  Any  agreement  between  an  agency  of  the  Commonwealth  and  a 
school  committee,  whether  formal  or  informal,  governing  payment  for  services  to  a  special 
needs  child  shall  continue  in  full  force  and  shall  not  be  superseded  by  this  act.  The 
provisions  of  this  act  shall  not  affect  the  obligation  of  any  human  services  agency  of  the 
Commonwealth  to  provide  services  to  children,  aged  three  to  twenty-two,  inclusive, 
under  any  provision  of  law  in  effect  prior  to  the  effective  date  of  this  act. 


Sli?  (Enmmnnm*alil?  nf  MuBBnti\nBtttB     H.65 


IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  NINE  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-SIX 


An  Act       increasing  aid  for  school 

construction 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows: 

SECTION  1.  Section  9  of  chapter  645  of  the  Acts  of  1948  as  most  recently  amended  by 
section  3  of  chapter  394  of  the  acts  of  1984,  is  hereby  further  amended  by  striking  out  the 
second  paragraph  and  subsection  (d)  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following 
subsections:  — 

(a)  The  total  construction  grant  for  any  approved  school  project  in  any  city,  town, 
regional  school  district  that  does  not  include  grades  kindergarten  through  twelve,  or 
county  shall  be  fifty  percent  of  the  final  approved  cost  of  such  project,  including  costs 
referred  to  in  section  seven,  multiplied  by  a  percentage,  which  shall  be  the  proportion,  to 
the  nearest  tenth  of  one  percent,  which  the  most  recent  equalized  valuation  per  school 
attending  child  for  the  entireCommonwealth  bears  to  the  most  recent  equalized  valuation 
per  school  attending  child  of  the  city  or  town;  or  in  the  case  of  such  regional  school 
districts,  of  the  towns  comprising  such  district,  or  in  the  case  of  a  county,  of  the  towns 
comprising  such  county,  provided,  however,  that  no  grant  shall  be  approved  for  any 
amount  less  than  sixty  percent  nor  greater  than  seventy-five  percent  of  such  approved 
costs. 

(b)  The  total  construction  grant  for  any  approved  school  project  in  a  regional  school 
district  that  includes  grades  kindergarten  through  twelve  shall  be  sixty  percent  of  the  final 
approved  cost,  including  costs  referred  to  in  section  seven,  multiplied  by  a  percentage, 
which  shall  be  the  proportion,  to  the  nearest  tenth  of  one  percent,  which  the  most  recent 
equalized  valuation  per  school  attending  child  for  the  entire  Commonwealth  bears  to  the 
most  recent  equalized  valuation  per  school  attending  child  of  the  towns  comprising  such 
district;  provided,  however,  that  no  grant  shall  be  approved  for  any  amount  less  than  sixty 
percent  nor  greater  than  seventy-five  percent  of  such  approved  costs. 

SECTION  2.  This  act  shall  apply  to  all  grants  approved  after  June  25, 1984. 


Ullj?  (Emmttmutwaltl?  nf  MuBsntifixstttB      H.66 


IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  NINE  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-SIX 


An   Act       providing  for  emergency 

classroom  space 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows: 

SECTION  1.  Chapter  645  of  the  Acts  of  1948,  as  most  recently  amended  by  Chapter  613  of 
the  Acts  of  1982  is  hereby  amended  by  adding  the  following  section:- 

Section  12.  Whenever,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Commission,  an  unforeseen  emergency 
or  natural  or  man-made  disaster,  such  as  fire,  flood,  environmental  contamination  or 
otherwise,  is  deemed  to  exist  with  respect  to  providing  school  facilities  in  a  city,  town, 
county,  or  regional  school  district,  the  Commission  may,  if  no  alternative  exists,  provide  in 
its  discretion  up  to  one  hundred  percent  of  the  cost  of  leasing,  renting,  or  otherwise 
providing  suitable  temporary  classroom  space  and  needed  equipment  for  those  students 
who,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Commission,  cannot  be  adequately  accommodated  in  the 
existing  school  facilities  of  the  city,  town,  county,  or  regional  school  district,  which  they 
normally  attend. 

For  the  purpose  of  this  section,  the  Board  shall  have  authority  to  determine  if  suitable 
excess  space  exists  in  the  schools  of  the  system  in  which  the  emergency  is  deemed  to  exist 
as  well  as  in  the  schools  of  neighboring  schools  systems  to  which  the  affected  students  may 
reasonably  be  transported  and  shall  have  authority  to  determine  whether  students  shall  be 
housed  in  excess  school  space  in  their  own  or  a  neighboring  school  district  or  in  other 
suitable  temporary  space  during  the  period  of  emergency  as  determined  by  the  Board; 
and  from  time  to  time  the  Commission  shall  certify  to  the  Comptroller,  and  the  state 
treasurer  shall,  within  thirty  days  after  such  certification,  pay  to  the  affected  cities,  towns, 
counties,  or  regional  school  districts,  from  any  accounts  appropriated  for  grants  or 
reimbursements  under  the  provisions  of  this  chapter  the  amounts  due  them  in  accordance 
with  this  section. 

7 


®J)p  <Enmmnnm?altl|  nf  JHaBBarrjuBrttB       H.67 


IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  NINE  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-SIX 


AN  ACT       relative  to  the  sale  or  lease 

OF  A  SCHOOL 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows: 

SECTION  1.  Chapter  645  of  the  acts  of  1948,  as  amended,  is  hereby  further  amended  by 
adding  after  section  9A  thereof  a  new  section  9B,  to  read  as  follows:- 

Section  9B.  If  a  city,  town,  county  or  regional  school  district  which  is  receiving  grant 
payments  to  section  nine  on  account  of  an  approved  school  project  sells  or  leases  all  or  any 
part  of  said  project,  except  for  the  lease  of  surplus  space  in  a  school  in  actual  use,  the 
commission  shall,  as  of  the  time  of  such  sale  reduce  or  terminate  the  remaining  grant 
payments,  and  at  the  time  of  such  lease,  reduce  the  remaining  grant  payments, 
commencing  with  the  next  following  fiscal  year,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  provided  in  this 
section:- 

(a)  In  the  event  of  a  lease,  the  amount  of  the  grant  payment  in  each  year  during  the  term 
of  such  lease  shall  be  reduced  by  an  amount  equal  to  fifty  percent  of  the  net  proceeds  of 
said  lease  payable  in  such  year  to  the  city,  town,  county  or  regional  school  district, 
provided  that  the  annual  payments  to  the  city,  town,  county  or  regional  school  district  shall 
not  be  reduced  by  more  than  fifty  percent,  and  the  grant  balance  shall  be  reduced  each 
year  by  the  sum  of  the  amount  of  the  annual  payment  actually  made  and  the  amount  by 
which  the  otherwise  scheduled  annual  payment  was  reduced. 

(b)  In  the  event  of  a  sale,  the  commission  shall  calculate  the  aggregate  amount  of  the 
remaining  grant  payments  and  shall  deduct  therefrom  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sale,  but  not 
more  than  one  hundred  percent  of  such  aggregate  amount  of  remaining  grant  payments. 

Provided,  however,  that  if  the  commission  determines  that  the  net  sale  proceeds  are 
inordinately  low,  the  commission  shall,  on  the  basis  of  at  least  one  appraisal,  deduct  from 


such  aggregate  amount  of  remaining  grant  payments  an  amount  equal  to  the  reasonable 
net  sale  proceeds  as  determined  by  it,  but  not  more  than  one  hundred  percent  of  the 
aggregate  amount  of  remaining  grant  payments. 

The  net  proceeds  of  any  sale  or  at  least  fifty  percent  of  the  net  proceeds  of  any  lease  by  a 
city,  town,  county  or  regional  school  district  of  an  approved  school  project,  except  for  the 
lease  of  surplus  space  in  a  school  in  actual  use,  shall  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  principal 
and  interest  on  the  outstanding  indebtedness,  if  any,  incurred  for  constructing  such 
project  and  coming  due  within  one  year  from  the  date  of  receipt  of  such  net  proceeds.  Any 
amount  in  excess  of  such  principal  and  interest  payments,  if  any,  shall  be  transferred  to  the 
general  funds  of  the  city,  town,  county  or  regional  school  district  as  of  the  date  of  their 
receipt  and  shall  be  available  for  appropriation  for  any  purpose,  notwithstanding  the 
provisions  of  section  sixty-three  of  Chapter  forty-four  of  the  General  Laws. 

Each  city,  town,  county  or  regional  school  district  which  sells  or  leases  an  approved 
school  project  on  account  of  which  it  is  receiving  grant  payments  pursuant  to  section  nine 
shall  report  such  sale  or  lease  to  the  commission  in  the  form  and  manner  and  within  the 
time  prescribed  by  the  commission. 
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(51)?  (EnmrnnnroFaltl?  nf  HaBBarljuBFttB      H.68 

IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  NINE  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-SIX 


AN  ACT       relative  to  residential  placements 

IN  SPECIAL  EDUCATION 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows: 

SECTION  1.  Chapter  71 B  of  the  General  Laws,  as  appearing  in  the  1984  Official  Edition,  is 
hereby  amended  by  striking  out  the  second  paragraph  of  section  5A  and  inserting  in  place 
thereof  the  following:  — 

The  Commonwealth's  obligation  under  this  section  shall  become  due  and  payable,  after 
approval  and  verification  provided  in  accordance  with  department  standards,  to  the 
residential  school  within  sixty  days  of  receipt  of  a  request  for  payment  from  said  school. 

SECTION  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  on  July  first,  nineteen  hundred  and  eighty-six. 
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®I)p  (Eommmuufaltlj  nf  UKaBBarliuBrttB      H.70 


IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  NINE  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-SIX 


An  Act       extending  the  school  building 

assistance  program 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows: 

SECTION  1.  Chapter  645  of  the  acts  of  1948  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  section  10, 
as  most  recently  amended  by  chapter  526  of  the  acts  of  1981,  and  inserting  in  place  thereof 
the  following  section:  — 

Section  10.  Sections  one  to  nine  B,  inclusive,  of  this  act  shall  take  effect  on  July  first  of  the 
current  year,  and  shall  cease  to  be  operative  on  June  thirtieth,  nineteen  hundred  and 
ninety-one,  except  that  the  payments  provided  by  section  nine  shall  be  continued 
thereafter  by  the  state  treasurer,  subject  to  appropriation,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  said  section  nine,  on  certification  by  the  commissioner  of  education. 
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®ljr  (Emnmrntumtltlj  nf  iMafiaartfUBrttB       H.71 


IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  NINE  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-SIX 


AN  ACT       providing  forthe reimbursement 

OF  STATE  WARDS 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows: 

SECTION  1.  Section  7  of  Chapter  76  of  the  General  Laws,  as  appearing  in  the  1984 
Official  Edition,  is  hereby  amended  by  inserting  at  the  end  of  the  first  sentence  the 
following  clause:  — 

Notwithstanding  any  other  laws  to  the  contrary,  said  department  shall  annually,  for 
every  child  in  its  care  or  custody  attending  a  public  school,  issue  a  voucher  to  the 
superintendent  of  schools  for  the  public  school  where  such  child  is  enrolled  specifying  the 
child's  name,  date  of  birth,  period  of  time  which  the  child  was  in  said  department's  care 
during  the  school  year,  and  the  city  or  town  of  residence  of  the  child's  natural  parent. 
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®lje  (Enmmmuimtltfj  nf  MuBButl\nBtttB      H.72 


IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  NINE  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-SIX 


AN   ACT       relative  to  education  reimbursement 

FUNDING 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows: 

SECTION  1.  The  fourth  paragraph  of  Section  11  of  chapter  15  of  the  general  laws  is 
hereby  amended  by  adding  at  the  end  of  the  paragraph  the  following  sentence: — 

The  Commonwealth  shall,  subject  to  appropriation  and  upon  the  approval  of  the  board, 
also  pay  to  a  city,  town  or  regional  district  school  committee  one  hundred  percent  of  the 
cost  of  transportation  of  pupils  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  or  eliminating  an  imbalance  of 
minority  students,  as  defined  in  regulations  promulgated  under  the  federal  Emergency 
School  Aid  Act,  Title  VII  of  Public  Law  92-318,  as  amended. 
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^^_  ®ljr  (Eommnnrofaltlf  nf  iHaaBartjuBettB      H.73 

IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  NINE  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-SIX 


An  Act       relative  to  school  improvement 

councils 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows: 

SECTION  1.  Section  51  of  Chapter  15  of  the  General  Laws  as  added  by  Section  6  of 
Chapter  188  of  the  Acts  of  1985  is  hereby  amended  by  adding  at  the  end  of  the  5th 
paragraph  the  following  phrase:  — 

provided  further  that  in  the  case  of  a  high  school  the  Council  shall  also  include  one  high 
school  student  elected  annually  by  the  students  attending  said  school  building. 
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